
ACTIVITY TIME:
20 - 30 MINUTES

Before starting this activity, it would be a good idea for the
students to think generally about the advantages and
disadvantages of group membership, without referring to
the EU.  First ask students to name groups they belong to
(e.g. army cadets, guides, scouts, youth club, a band, dance
club, student council etc.). Ask students to think about good
and bad things about being in a club. This could be done as
a class brainstorm with ideas captured on the board. 

Introduce students to the idea that the EU is like a club for
different countries and that they are going to look at some
of the advantages and disadvantages of countries'
membership of the EU. Obviously, what one considers to be
a disadvantage or an advantage is subjective. Make clear to
students that you are looking for their opinion on whether
something is an advantage or disadvantage.

Give students the cards (allow an extra 5-10 minutes for this
task if you are expecting students to cut out the cards
themselves) and ask them to sort the cards into two groups
(a third category of “Not sure” can also be used).  This
activity works best in pairs or small groups so that students
can discuss their understanding of each statement and share
opinions.  Tell students to be ready to give their reasons.

Select pairs to feedback and see if there is a consensus.
Ideally, time should be given to discuss how students came
to their decisions and to articulate their understanding of
the statements. Able students should be urged to think
about the concept of sovereignty and whether or not they
agree in principle with their national government handing
over powers to a supranational body. This exercise can also
be used to recap prior knowledge of the impact of
globalisation which they may have been taught in
Geography or Citizenship lessons.

Extension: You could ask students to think of advantages
and disadvantages of their own.

Homework activities: Students can be asked to research
different opinions on the UK's membership of the EU. 
They could do an in-depth interview with an adult 
(e.g. parent/carer/neighbour) about what they think the
advantages and disadvantages of the UK's membership of
the EU are. Alternatively, students can conduct a survey in
which they ask a minimum of 5 adults whether they think,
overall, that the UK's membership of the EU is a good thing
or a bad thing.
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Sorting exercise - Advantages and
Disadvantages of EU Membership.

Students sort cards into two categories followed
by a discussion. Ideally cards should be cut out
and moved around the desk to aid kinesthetic
learners.

To know and be able to discuss the advantages
and disadvantages of EU membership
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